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National Assembly. The Terror was the fruit of sordid
quarrels for power among the revolutionaries themselves
and its results were the extinction of the republic and the
rise, first, of the Directory, then of Napoleon's military
dictatorship. Under Napoleon a revolutionary fervour
that found its natural expression in acts of violence was
easily transformed into military fervour. French im-
perialism resulted in the intensification of nationalistic
feelings throughout Europe, in the almost universal im-
position of military slavery, or conscription, and in the
systematization of economic rivalry between national
groups. It would be interesting to construct a historical
'Uchronia* (to use Renouvier's useful word), based upon
the postulate that Robespierre and the other Jacobin
leaders were convinced pacifists. The 'non-Euclidean*
history deducible from this first principle would be a
history, I suspect, innocent of Napoleon, of Bismarck, of
British imperialism and the scramble for Africa, of the
World War, of militant Communism and Fascism, of
Hitler and universal rearmament. What follows is a
Uchronian account of very recent history as it might
have been if the Spanish Republic had been pacifist. * Even
though we know well that pacifism was as impossible to
the working-class psychology of 1931 Spain as to that of
the United States in 1917, it is important to point out
that, if the Spanish Republic had actually been pacifist in
theory and practice, the present counter-revolution could
never have arisen. A pacifist republic would, of course,
have immediately liberated the conquered Moors and
transformed them into friends; it would have dismissed
the old regime generals and returned their armies to civil
life. It would have done away with the fears of Church
and peasants by requiring from Communists and Anarcho-
Syndicalists the renunciation of violence during the period
of the Popular Front/ (From What about Spain? by
HS